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War Department, March 7, 1859. 
Sir : In response to the inquiries contained in a resolution of the 

Senate, of the 5th instant, respecting Sharpe’s rifle carbine, I have 
the honor herewith to transmit a report of the colonel of ordnance 
giving the information desired. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 

Secretary of War. 
Hon. J. C. Breckinridge, 

President of the Senate. 

Ordnance Office, 
Washington, March 7, 1859. 

Sir: In answer to the resolution of the Senate, dated 5th instant, 
I have the honor to state: Sharpe’s carbine has been issued for arming 
a portion of the mounted troops of the United States army, and has 
been in use by those troops for about five years. The reports from 
officers who have had this arm in use, by troops under their command, 
are of different character. The majority report favorably as to its 
efficiency and serviceableness in the field ; while some officers report 
unfavorably in regard to these points. 

The unfilled requisitions for these arms, which are now on file, are as 
follows, viz: A letter from General Harney, dated September 14, 
1858, ashing that Sharpe’s carbines may be sent for the troops serving 
in Oregon to such an extent as to make up, with those on hand there, 
the number of 4,000 ; a requisition from Captain Whiteley, com- 
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mantling the arsenal at San Antonio, dated February 7, 1859, for 500 
of these arms for the use of the troops in the military department of 
Texas, none of which have been supplied ; a requisition from Colonel 
Bonneville, commanding the military department of New Mexico, 
dated January 11, 1859, for 200 of these arms, of which 150 have 
been ordered to be supplied, leaving 50 still due on that requisition*; 
and a requisition from Captain E. A. Carr, of the 1st regiment of 
cavalry, dated January 11, 1859, for 85 of these arms for the use of 
his company, none of which have been supplied. 

The reasons for the non-fulfillment of these requisitions are as 
follows: As regards General Harney’s requisition, in my letter to 
yon of the 16th September, 1858, transmitting the General’s request, 
it was stated, “ this department has not a sufficient store of the arms 
asked for him to meet his requisition, nor has it the means of making 
the purchase necessary to enable it to do so.” Colonel Bonneville’s 
requisition was reduced from 200 to 150, because there were only the 
lat:(r number remaining in the arsenals unissued to the troops ; and 
the requisitions of Captain Whiteley and Captain Carr were not filled 
in whole or in part, because the supply of these arms at the arsenals 
had been exhausted by previous issues to the troops. 

The resolution of the Senate is returned herewith. 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. K. CRAIG, 
Colonel of Ordnance. 

Hon. J. B. Floyd, 
Secretary of War, 
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